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(57) ABSTRACT

A mobile terminal includes a terminal body having a front
surface and a rear surface, an input unit disposed at the rear
surface to sense an input of a control command and a control-
ler configured to process an input applied to the input unit.
The input unit includes a first button portion exposed at an
outside of the terminal body at the rear surface of the terminal
body and configured to receive a push input corresponding to
a first function and a second button portion surrounding the
first button portion and configured to receive a push input
corresponding to a second function different from the first
function, the second button portion including keys disposed
adjacent the first button portion.
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1
MOBILE TERMINAL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of priority of Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2013-0014680, filed on Feb. 8,
2013, which is herein expressly incorporated by reference in
its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to a mobile terminal having
a user input unit for receiving a control command.

2. Description of Related Art

Terminals can be classified into two types, such as a
mobile/portable terminal and a stationary terminal based on
its mobility. Furthermore, the mobile terminal can be further
classified into two types, such as a handheld terminal and a
vehicle mount terminal based on whether or not it can be
directly carried by a user.

As it becomes multifunctional, for example, such a termi-
nal is allowed to capture still images or moving images, play
music or video files, play games, receive broadcast and the
like, so as to be implemented as an integrated multimedia
player.

Various new attempts have been made for the multimedia
devices in the aspect of hardware or software in order to
implement such complicated functions. For example, a user
interface environment is provided in order for users to easily
and conveniently retrieve or select functions.

Also, many users have their mobile terminals to express
their own personalities, and accordingly, various designs are
required for the mobile terminal. Such designs may also
include structural changes and improvements for the user to
more conveniently use the mobile terminal. A manipulation
unit may be considered as one of such structural changes and
improvements.

However, a manipulation unit provided additionally from
the touch screen deteriorates the slimness and simple design
of the terminal. Furthermore, there exists a problem such as
reducing a display area due to the manipulation unit at a
lateral surface of the terminal. Accordingly, a new structure of
input method capable of solving such a problem may be taken
into consideration.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present disclosure is to provide a mobile
terminal capable of receiving a new type of user input which
is different from the related art.

Another object of the present disclosure is to provide a
mobile terminal to which new design can be applied on a
lateral surface of the terminal.

In order to accomplish the foregoing objective, a mobile
terminal associated with the present disclosure may include a
terminal body having a front surface and a rear surface, a user
input unit disposed at the rear surface to sense an input of a
control command, and a controller configured to process an
input manipulation applied to the user input unit, wherein the
user input unit includes a first button portion exposed to the
outside from the rear surface to receive a push input of a first
function, and a second button portion provided with keys
disposed at both sides around the first button portion to
receive a push input of a second function different from the
first function.
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Furthermore, according to the present disclosure, there is
disclosed a mobile terminal including a terminal body pro-
vided with a front surface and a rear surface and lengthily
formed in the length direction, a display unit disposed at the
front surface and formed to display visual information, and a
user input unit formed to sense an input of a control com-
mand, wherein the user input unit is overlapped with the
display unit in a thickness direction of the body and exposed
to the rear surface rather than the lateral surface to remove a
groove formed by the user input unit at a lateral surface of the
body along the length direction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles of the invention. In the
drawings:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a mobile terminal
associated with an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIGS. 2A through 2C are conceptual views illustrating an
operation implemented by the present disclosure;

FIG. 3A is a front perspective view illustrating an example
of'a mobile terminal associated with the present disclosure;

FIG. 3B is a rear perspective view illustrating a mobile
terminal illustrated in FIG. 3A;

FIG. 4 is an exploded view illustrating the mobile terminal
of F1G. 3B;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are a detailed exploded view and a
cross-sectional view illustrating a rear surface input unit in
FIG. 4,

FIGS. 6A and 6B are a detailed exploded view and a
cross-sectional view illustrating a rear surface input unit
according to another embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIGS. 7A and 7B are a front view illustrating the mobile
terminal of FIG. 3A and conceptual views illustrating modi-
fied examples of a lateral surface thereof;

FIG. 8A is a plan view illustrating another example of a
mobile terminal associated with the present disclosure;

FIG. 8B is a side view illustrating still another example of
a mobile terminal associated with the present disclosure;

FIGS. 9 through 11 are conceptual views illustrating
another example of an operation implemented by the mobile
terminal of FIG. 3B;

FIGS. 12A through 12F are rear views illustrating a mobile
terminal associated with another embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the mobile
terminal of FIG. 12A;

FIGS. 14A and 14B are conceptual views illustrating a user
interface associated with an interlocking between the rear
input unit and the display unit; and

FIG. 15 is a conceptual view illustrating a user interface
associated with an indicator displayed on the display unit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Hereinafter, a mobile terminal associated with the present
disclosure will be described in more detail with reference to
the accompanying drawings. This specification employs like/
similar reference numerals for like/similar components irre-
spective of different embodiments, so they all will be under-
stood by the first description. The expression in the singular
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form in this specification will cover the expression in the
plural form unless otherwise indicated obviously from the
context.

A mobile terminal disclosed herein may include a portable
phone, a smart phone, a laptop computer, a digital broadcast
terminal, personal digital assistants (PDA), a portable multi-
media player (PMP), a navigation, and the like.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a mobile terminal
associated with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

The mobile terminal 100 may include a wireless commu-
nication unit 110, an audio/video (A/V) input unit 120, a user
input unit 130, a sensing unit 140, an output unit 150, a
memory 160, an interface unit 170, a controller 180, a power
supply unit 190, and the like. However, the constituent ele-
ments as illustrated in FIG. 1 are not necessarily required, and
the mobile terminal may be implemented with greater or less
number of elements than those illustrated elements.

Hereinafter, the constituent elements will be described in
sequence.

The wireless communication unit 110 typically includes
one or more elements allowing radio communication
between the mobile terminal 100 and a wireless communica-
tion system, or allowing radio communication between radio
communication the mobile terminal 100 and a network in
which the mobile terminal 100 is located. For example, the
wireless communication unit 110 may include a broadcast
receiving module 111, a mobile communication module 112,
awireless Internet module 113, a short-range communication
module 114, a location information module 115, and the like.

The broadcast receiving module 111 receives broadcast
signals and/or broadcast associated information from an
external broadcast management server through a broadcast
channel.

The broadcast channel may include a satellite channel and/
or a terrestrial channel. The broadcast management server
may mean a server that generates and transmits a broadcast
signal and/or broadcast associated information or a server
that receives a previously generated broadcast signal and/or
broadcast associated information and transmits to the mobile
terminal 100. The broadcast signal may include a TV broad-
cast signal, a radio broadcast signal and a data broadcast
signal as well as a broadcast signal in a form that a data
broadcast signal is coupled to the TV or radio broadcast
signal.

The broadcast associated information may mean informa-
tion regarding a broadcast channel, a broadcast program, a
broadcast service provider, and the like. The broadcast asso-
ciated information may also be provided through a mobile
communication network, and in this case, the broadcast asso-
ciated information may be received by the mobile communi-
cation module 112.

The broadcast associated information may exist in various
forms. For example, it may exist in the form of an electronic
program guide (EPG) of digital multimedia broadcasting
(DMB), electronic service guide (ESG) of digital video
broadcast-handheld (DVB-H), and the like.

The broadcast receiving module 111 may receive a broad-
cast signal using various types of broadcast systems. In par-
ticular, the broadcast receiving module 111 may receive a
digital broadcast signal using a digital broadcast system such
as digital multimedia broadcasting-terrestrial (DMB-T), digi-
tal multimedia broadcasting-satellite (DMB-S), media for-
ward link only (MediaFLO), digital video broadcast-hand-
held (DVB-H), integrated services digital broadcast-
terrestrial (ISDB-T), and the like. The broadcast receiving
module 111 is, of course, configured to be suitable for every
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4

broadcast system that provides a broadcast signal as well as
the above-mentioned digital broadcast systems.

The broadcast signal and/or broadcast-associated informa-
tion received through the broadcast receiving module 111
may be stored in the memory 160.

The mobile communication module 112 transmits and/or
receives a radio signal to and/or from at least one of a base
station, an external terminal and a server over a mobile com-
munication network. Here, the radio signal may include a
voice call signal, a video call signal and/or various types of
data according to text and/or multimedia message transmis-
sion and/or reception.

The wireless Internet module 113 means a module for
supporting wireless Internet access. The wireless Internet
module 113 may be built-in or externally installed to the
mobile terminal 100. Here, it may be used a wireless Internet
access technique including a WLAN (Wireless LAN), Wi-Fi,
Wibro (Wireless Broadband), Wimax (World Interoperability
for Microwave Access), HSDPA (High Speed Downlink
Packet Access), and the like.

The short-range communication module 114 is a module
for supporting a short-range communication. Here, it may be
used a short-range communication technology including
Bluetooth, Radio Frequency IDentification (RFID), Infrared
Data Association (IrDA), Ultra WideBand (UWB), ZigBee,
and the like.

The location information module 115 is a module for
checking or acquiring a location of the mobile terminal, and
there is a GPS module as a representative example.

Referring to FIG. 1, the A/V (audio/video) input unit 120
receives an audio or video signal, and the A/V (audio/video)
input unit 120 may include a camera 121 and a microphone
122. The camera 121 processes a image frame, such as still
picture or video, obtained by an image sensor in a video
phone call or image capturing mode. The processed image
frame may be displayed on a display module 151.

The image frames processed by the camera 121 may be
stored in the memory 160 or transmitted to an external device
through the wireless communication unit 110. Two or more
cameras 121 may be provided according to the use environ-
ment of the mobile terminal.

The microphone 122 receives an external audio signal
through a microphone in a phone call mode, a recording
mode, a voice recognition mode, and the like, and processes
the audio signal into electrical voice data. The processed
voice data may be converted and outputted into a format that
is transmittable to a mobile communication base station
through the mobile communication module 112 in the phone
call mode. The microphone 122 may implement various types
of noise canceling algorithms to cancel noise generated in a
procedure of receiving the external audio signal.

The user input unit 130 may generate input data to control
an operation of the terminal. The user input unit 130 may be
configured by including a keypad, a dome switch, a touch pad
(pressure/capacitance), a jog wheel, a jog switch, and the like.

The sensing unit 140 detects a current status of the mobile
terminal 100 such as an opened or closed state of the mobile
terminal 100, a location of the mobile terminal 100, an ori-
entation of the mobile terminal 100, and the like, and gener-
ates a sensing signal for controlling the operation of the
mobile terminal 100. For example, when the mobile terminal
100 is a slide phone type, it may sense an opened or closed
state of the slide phone. Furthermore, the sensing unit 140
takes charge of a sensing function associated with whether or
not power is supplied from the power supply unit 190, or
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whether or not an external device is coupled to the interface
unit 170. On the other hand, the sensing unit 140 may include
a proximity sensor 141.

The output unit 150 is configured to provide an output for
audio signal, video signal, or alarm signal, and the output unit
150 may include the display module 151, an audio output
module 152, an alarm unit 153, a haptic module 154, and the
like.

The display module 151 may display (output) information
processed in the mobile terminal 100. For example, when the
mobile terminal 100 is in a phone call mode, the display
module 151 may display a User Interface (UI) or a Graphic
User Interface (GUI) associated with a call. When the mobile
terminal 100 is in a video call mode or image capturing mode,
the display module 151 may display a captured image and/or
received image, a Ul or GUL.

The display module 151 may include at least one of a
Liquid Crystal Display (LCD), a Thin Film Transistor-LCD
(TFT-LCD), an Organic Light Emitting Diode (OLED) dis-
play, a flexible display, a three-dimensional (3D) display.

Some of those displays may be configured with a transpar-
ent or optical transparent type to allow viewing of the exterior
through the display unit, which may be called transparent
displays. An example of the typical transparent displays may
include a transparent LCD (TOLED), and the like. Under this
configuration, a user can view an object positioned at a rear
side of a terminal body through a region occupied by the
display module 151 of the terminal body.

The display module 151 may be implemented in two or
more in number according to a configured aspect of the por-
table terminal 100. For instance, a plurality of the display
units 151 may be arranged on one surface to be spaced apart
from or integrated with each other, or may be arranged on
different surfaces.

Here, if the display module 151 and a touch sensitive
sensor (referred to as a “touch sensor”) have an interlayer
structure, the structure may be referred to as a “touch screen”.
The display module 151 may be used as an input device rather
than an output device. The touch sensor may be implemented
as a touch film, a touch sheet, a touch pad, and the like.

The touch sensor may be configured to convert changes of
apressure applied to a specific part of the display module 151,
or a capacitance occurring from a specific part of the display
module 151, into electric input signals. Also, the touch sensor
may be configured to sense not only a touched position and a
touched area, but also a touch pressure.

When touch inputs are sensed by the touch sensors, corre-
sponding signals are transmitted to a touch controller (not
shown). The touch controller processes the received signals,
and then transmits corresponding data to the controller 180.
Accordingly, the controller 180 may sense which region of
the display module 151 has been touched.

Referring to FIG. 1, a proximity sensor 141 may be
arranged at an inner region of the portable terminal 100 cov-
ered by the touch screen, or near the touch screen. The prox-
imity sensor indicates a sensor to sense presence or absence of
an object approaching to a surface to be sensed, or an object
disposed near a surface to be sensed, by using an electromag-
netic field or infrared rays without a mechanical contact. The
proximity sensor has a longer lifespan and a more enhanced
utility than a contact sensor.

The proximity sensor may include an optical transmission
type photoelectric sensor, a direct reflective type photoelec-
tric sensor, a mirror reflective type photoelectric sensor, a
high-frequency oscillation proximity sensor, a capacitance
type proximity sensor, a magnetic type proximity sensor, an
infrared rays proximity sensor, and so on. When the touch
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screen is implemented as a capacitance type, proximity of a
pointer to the touch screen is sensed by changes of an elec-
tromagnetic field. In this case, the touch screen (touch sensor)
may be categorized into a proximity sensor.

Hereinafter, for the sake of convenience of brief explana-
tion, a status that the pointer is positioned to be proximate
onto the touch screen without contact will be referred to as
“proximity touch”, whereas a status that the pointer substan-
tially comes in contact with the touch screen will be referred
to as “contact touch”. For the position corresponding to the
proximity touch of the pointer on the touch screen, such
position corresponds to a position where the pointer faces
perpendicular to the touch screen upon the proximity touch of
the pointer.

The proximity sensor senses proximity touch, and proxim-
ity touch patterns (e.g., distance, direction, speed, time, posi-
tion, moving status, etc.). Information relating to the sensed
proximity touch and the sensed proximity touch patterns may
be output onto the touch screen.

The audio output module 152 may output audio data
received from the wireless communication unit 110 or stored
in the memory 160, in a call-receiving mode, a call-placing
mode, a recording mode, a voice recognition mode, a broad-
cast reception mode, and so on. The audio output module 152
may output audio signals relating to functions performed in
the portable terminal 100, e.g., sound alarming a call received
or a message received, and so on. The audio output module
152 may include a receiver, a speaker, a buzzer, and so on.

The alarm 153 outputs signals notifying occurrence of
events from the portable terminal 100. The events occurring
from the portable terminal 100 may include call received,
message received, key signal input, touch input, and so on.
The alarm 153 may output not only video or audio signals, but
also other types of signals such as signals notifying occur-
rence of events in a vibration manner. Since the video or audio
signals can be output through the display module 151 or the
audio output unit 152, the display module 151 and the audio
output module 152 may be categorized into a part of the alarm
153.

The haptic module 154 generates various tactile effects
which a user can feel. A representative example of the tactile
effects generated by the haptic module 154 includes vibra-
tion. Vibration generated by the haptic module 154 may have
a controllable intensity, a controllable pattern, and so on. For
instance, different vibration may be output in a synthesized
manner or in a sequential manner.

The haptic module 154 may generate various tactile
effects, including not only vibration, but also arrangement of
pins vertically moving with respect to a skin being touched,
air injection force or air suction force through an injection
hole or a suction hole, touch by a skin surface, presence or
absence of contact with an electrode, effects by stimulus such
as an electrostatic force, reproduction of cold or hot feeling
using a heat absorbing device or a heat emitting device, and
the like.

The haptic module 154 may be configured to transmit
tactile effects through a user’s direct contact, or a user’s
muscular sense using a finger or a hand. The haptic module
154 may be implemented in two or more in number according
to the configuration of the portable terminal 100.

The memory 160 may store a program for processing and
controlling the controller 180. Alternatively, the memory 160
may temporarily store input/output data (e.g., phonebook
data, messages, audios, still images, videos, and the like).
Also, the memory 160 may store data related to various pat-
terns of vibrations and sounds outputted upon the touch input
on the touch screen.
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The memory 160 may be implemented using any type of
suitable storage medium including a flash memory type, a
hard disk type, a multimedia card micro type, a memory card
type (e.g., SD or DX memory), Random Access Memory
(RAM), Static Random Access Memory (SRAM), Read-
Only Memory (ROM), Electrically Erasable Programmable
Read-only Memory (EEPROM), Programmable Read-only
Memory (PROM), magnetic memory, magnetic disk, optical
disk, and the like. Also, the mobile terminal 100 may operate
a web storage which performs the storage function of the
memory 160 on the Internet.

The interface unit 170 may generally be implemented to
interface the portable terminal with external devices. The
interface unit 170 may allow a data reception from an external
device, a power delivery to each component in the portable
terminal 100, or a data transmission from the portable termi-
nal 100 to an external device. The interface unit 170 may
include, for example, wired/wireless headset ports, external
charger ports, wired/wireless data ports, memory card ports,
ports for coupling devices having an identification module,
audio Input/Output (I/O) ports, video 1/O ports, earphone
ports, and the like.

The identification module may be configured as a chip for
storing various information required to authenticate an
authority to use the portable terminal 100, which may include
a User Identity Module (UIM), a Subscriber Identity Module
(SIM), and the like. Also, the device having the identification
module (hereinafter, referred to as ‘identification device’)
may be implemented in a type of smart card. Hence, the
identification device can be coupled to the portable terminal
100 via a port.

Also, the interface unit may serve as a path for power to be
supplied from an external cradle to the portable terminal 100
when the portable terminal 100 is connected to the external
cradle or as a path for transferring various command signals
inputted from the cradle by auser to the portable terminal 100.
Such various command signals or power inputted from the
cradle may operate as signals for recognizing that the portable
terminal 100 has accurately been mounted to the cradle.

The controller 180 typically controls the overall operations
of the portable terminal 100. For example, the controller 180
performs the control and processing associated with tele-
phony calls, data communications, video calls, and the like.
The controller 180 may include a multimedia module 181
which provides multimedia playback. The multimedia mod-
ule 181 may be configured as part of the controller 180 or as
a separate component.

The controller 180 can perform a pattern recognition pro-
cessing so as to recognize writing or drawing input on the
touch screen as text or image.

The power supply unit 190 provides power required by
various components under the control of the controller 180.

Various embodiments described herein may be imple-
mented in a computer-readable medium using software, hard-
ware, or any combination thereof.

For hardware implementation, it may be implemented by
using at least one of application specific integrated circuits
(ASICs), digital signal processors (DSPs), digital signal pro-
cessing devices (DSPDs), programmable logic devices
(PLDs), field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), proces-
sors, controllers, micro-controllers, microprocessors, electri-
cal units designed to perform the functions described herein.
In some cases, such embodiments may be implemented in the
controller 180 itself.

For software implementation, the embodiments such as
procedures or functions may be implemented together with
separate software modules that allow performing of at least
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one function or operation. Software codes can be imple-
mented by a software application written in any suitable
programming language. The software codes may be stored in
the memory 160 and executed by the controller 180.

Considering the user input unit 130 again, according to the
present disclosure, the user input unit 130 may be displayed at
a rear surface of the terminal such that a front display may be
formed with a larger sized screen. Hereinafter, a detailed
structure in which the user input unit 130 is disposed at a rear
surface thereof and an operation implemented by the user
input unit 130 will be described in more detail.

FIGS. 2A through 2C are conceptual views illustrating an
operation implemented by the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 2A, the terminal has a display unit 251
disposed at one surface of the body, for example, a front
surface thereof. A graphic user interface (GUI) of an appli-
cation currently being implemented may be displayed on the
display unit 251, and the display unit 251 may have a touch
sensor for sensing a touch input to allow a touch input to the
GUI. The display unit 251 may display visual information
implemented in the form of images, text, icons and the like
such as the GUI, but as illustrated in the drawing it may be
switched to a deactivated state when a predetermined period
of time has passed or when receiving a specific control com-
mand. FIG. 2A illustrate such a state in which the display unit
251 is deactivated during the execution of a music reproduc-
tion application.

Referring to FIG. 2B, a rear surface input unit 232 is
disposed on the other surface of the body, for example, a rear
surface thereof. A control command for the display unit 251 is
received from the rear surface input unit 232. More specifi-
cally, when a push input is applied to a button 233 on the rear
surface input unit 232, the display unit 251 is switched to an
activated state. In other words, the rear surface input unit 232
may be a power key for turning on or off the display unit 251.
Accordingly, the on/off of the terminal itself may be carried
out by the button 233. According to the drawing, the GUI of
the music reproduction application is displayed while acti-
vating the display unit 251.

Referring to FIG. 2C, when a push input is applied to
another button 234 of the rear surface input unit 232 in the
state of FIG. 2B, volume is adjusted by the manipulation of
the another button 234 while displaying a volume bar (VB).
However, the present disclosure may not be necessarily lim-
ited to the process, and a push input to the another button 234
of the rear surface input unit 232 may be also an input for
volume adjustment in the state of FIG. 2A.

According to the above illustration, the user can enter a
control command on the rear surface of the terminal in a push
form while looking at the display unit 251. Consequently, the
rear surface input unit on a rear surface of the terminal is
formed to receive a push input to perform the role of a power
key and a volume key of the terminal according to circum-
stances.

Hereinafter, the hardware configuration of a mobile termi-
nal performing the operation of FIGS. 2A through 2C will be
described in more detail. FIG. 3A is a front perspective view
illustrating an example of a mobile terminal associated with
the present disclosure, and FIG. 3B is a rear perspective view
illustrating a mobile terminal illustrated in FIG. 3A.

The mobile terminal 200 disclosed herein is provided with
a bar-type terminal body. However, the present disclosure is
not only limited to this type of terminal, but also applicable to
various structures of terminals such as slide type, folder type,
swing type, swivel type, and the like, in which two and more
bodies are combined with each other in a relatively movable
manner.
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The body includes a case (casing, housing, cover, etc.)
forming an appearance of the terminal. In this embodiment,
the case may be divided into a front case 201 and a rear case
202 (refer to FIG. 4). Various electronic components may be
incorporated in a space formed between the front case 201
and the rear case 202. At least one middle case may be
additionally disposed between the front case 201 and the rear
case 202.

The cases may be formed by injection-molding a synthetic
resin or may be also formed of a metal material such as
stainless steel (STS), titanium (T1), or the like.

A display module 251, an audio output module 252, a
camera module 221, and the like may be mostly disposed at
the front case 201. An interface 270 and the like may be
disposed lateral surfaces of the front case 201 and rear case
202.

The display unit 251 occupies most of a main surface of the
front case 201. In other words, the display unit is disposed at
a front surface of the terminal, and formed to display visual
information. The audio output module 252 and camera mod-
ule 221 are disposed at a region adjacent to one of both ends
of'the display module 251, and the front surface input unit 231
and microphone 222 are disposed at a region adjacent to the
other end.

The front surface input unit 231 may include a plurality of
manipulation units as an example of the user input unit 130
(refer to FIG. 1). The manipulation units may be commonly
designated as a manipulating portion, and any method may be
employed if it is a tactile manner allowing the user to perform
manipulation with a tactile feeling. According to this embodi-
ment, the front surface input unit 231 is configured with a
touch key. However, the present disclosure may not be nec-
essarily limited to this, and a push key may be added to the
front surface input unit 231.

Furthermore, the display unit 251 may form a touch screen
along with a touch sensor, and in this case the touch screen
may be a user input unit. Through this, it may be possible to
have a configuration with no front surface input unit on a front
surface of the terminal. In this case, a mobile terminal may be
configured such that an input manipulation to the terminal
body is enabled only through the display unit 251 and rear
surface input unit 232.

Referring to FIG. 3B, a camera module 221' may be addi-
tionally mounted on a rear surface of the terminal body,
namely, the rear case 202. The camera module 221' has an
image capturing direction, which is substantially opposite to
the direction of the camera module 221 (refer to FIG. 3A), and
may have a different number of pixels from that of the camera
module 221.

For example, it is preferable that the camera module 221
has a relatively small number of pixels enough not to cause a
difficulty when the user captures his or her own face and sends
it to the other party during a video call or the like, and the
camera module 221" has a relatively large number of pixels
since the user often captures a general object that is not sent
immediately. The camera modules 221, 221' may be provided
in the terminal body in a rotatable and popupable manner.

Furthermore, a flash and a mirror may be additionally
disposed adjacent to the camera module 221'. The flash illu-
minates light toward an object when capturing the object with
the camera module 221'. The mirror allows the user to look at
his or her own face, or the like, in a reflected way when
capturing himself or herself (in a self-portrait mode) by using
the camera module 221'.

An audio output module (not shown) may be additionally
disposed on a rear surface of the terminal body. The audio
output module on a rear surface thereof together with the
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10
audio output module 252 (refer to FIG. 3A) at a front surface
thereof can implement a stereo function, and it may be also
used to implement a speaker phone mode during a phone call.

A power supply unit 290 for supplying power to the mobile
terminal 200 may be mounted on the terminal body. The
power supply unit 290 may be configured so as to be incor-
porated in the terminal body, or directly detachable from the
outside of the terminal body.

According to the drawing, the rear surface input unit 232 is
disposed on a rear surface of the terminal body. The rear
surface input unit 232 may be located at a lower portion of the
camera module 221', for example.

The rear surface input unit 232 may be manipulated to
receive a command for controlling the operation of the mobile
terminal 200, and the input content may be set in various
ways. For example, the rear surface input unit 232 may be
used to receive a command, such as power on/off, start, end,
scroll, or the like, and receive a command, such as controlling
avolume level being outputted from the audio output module
252, or switching into a touch recognition mode of the display
module 251.

The rear surface input unit 232 according to the present
disclosure may be implemented in a push input enabled form.
More specifically, the rear surface input unit 232 may be
configured with a mechanical or physical button, which is a
relative concept to the touch screen. Hereinafter, the configu-
ration of the rear surface input unit 232 will be described in
more detail. FIG. 4 is an exploded view illustrating the mobile
terminal of FIG. 3B, and FIGS. 5A and 5B are a detailed
exploded view and a cross-sectional view illustrating a rear
surface input unit in FIG. 4.

The circumference of the rear surface input unit 232 will be
first described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
A printed circuit board (PCB) 281 is incorporated in the
terminal body. The printed circuit board 281 may be mounted
on the front case 201 or rear case 202, or mounted on a
separate structure. The separate structure may form a middle
case. Hereinafter, it is described on the basis that the front
case 201 or rear case 202 are configured in a separate manner,
but the present disclosure may not be necessarily limited to
this, and the front case 201, rear case 202 and a middle case
may be also formed into an integral body.

The printed circuit board 281 is configured as an example
of the controller 180 (refer to FIG. 1) for operating various
functions of the mobile terminal. There may be provided a
plurality of printed circuit boards 281 to perform the function
of'the controller 180 through their combination. Various elec-
tronic elements are mounted on the printed circuit board 281
to perform such a function.

Furthermore, the printed circuit board 281 is electrically
connected to an antenna (not shown) to process wireless
signals corresponding to wireless electromagnetic waves
transmitted and received by the antenna. The antenna is dis-
posed between the structure 203 and the printed circuit board
281 to mostly transmit and receive wireless signals through
the rear case 202.

According to the drawing, the printed circuit board 281
may be electrically connected to the camera module 221'. A
battery accommodating portion 292 for accommodating the
battery 291 is formed on the rear case 202, and a battery cover
204 for covering the battery accommodating portion 292 is
mounted on the case.

Furthermore, a through hole is formed on the rear case 202
and battery cover 204, respectively, and the camera module
221" is disposed to allow the user to look at the outside
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through the through holes. The camera module 221" is formed
to capture an external image through a rear surface of the
terminal.

Considering the rear surface input unit 232 again, the user
input unit 232 is overlapped with the display unit in a thick-
ness direction of the body and exposed to the rear surface
rather than the lateral surface to remove a groove formed by
the user input unit at a lateral surface of the body along the
length direction. Hereinafter, the detailed structured of the
rear surface input unit 232 and the lateral surface structure of
the terminal will be described in sequence.

The rear surface input unit 232 may be disposed between
the camera module 221' and the battery. The location of the
rear surface input unit 232 may be a location overlapped with
the display unit 251 (refer to FIG. 3A) at the front surface
thereof. Through this, it may be possible to implement use
feeling in which an input device is disposed on a rear surface
of'the display unit 251. However, the present disclosure may
not be necessarily limited to this, and the location of the rear
surface input unit 232 may be changed. According to the
drawing, the battery cover 204 is provided with a through hole
(H1) corresponding to the rear surface input unit 232. Fur-
thermore, a through hole (H2) corresponding to the through
hole (H1) may be formed at the rear case 202.

According to the drawing, a supporting member 232a for
supporting the rear surface input unit 232 may be mounted on
the rear case 202. More specifically, the supporting member
232a is disposed at a location corresponding to the through
hole (H2), and at least part of the bottom surface of the
supporting member 232a is open, and a line of the printed
circuit board 2325 is electrically connected to the inner and
outer sides of the supporting member 232a. The printed cir-
cuit board 2325 is configured with a flexible circuit board to
be accommodated into a central region of the supporting
member 232a, and switches 232¢ may be disposed at the
flexible circuit board. The switches may be a dome switch, a
piezoelectric switch, and the like.

According to the drawing, the rear surface input unit 232
may include a first button portion 233 and a second button
portion 234 corresponding to the switches. The first button
portion 233 is exposed to the outside from a rear surface of the
terminal, and formed to receive a push input of the first
function. The first function may be a function associated with
the on/off the power or the activation of the display unit, and
accordingly, the first button portion 233 may be a power key
of the terminal as described with reference to FIGS. 2A and
2B.

The second button portion 234 is provided with keys 234a,
234b disposed at both sides, respectively, around the first
button portion 233, and formed to receive a push input of a
second function different from the first function. The second
function may be a function associated with volume adjust-
ment for audio outputted from the body of the terminal as
described above.

Moreover, a guide member 2324 for guiding the movement
of the second button portion 234 is placed on the supporting
member. The second button portion 234 may be disposed to
be inserted into a central portion of the guide member 2324,
and an edge portion thereof may be combined with the sup-
porting member 2324, and an engagement wing 234¢ may be
protruded along an outer circumferential surface of the sec-
ond button portion 234 to be engaged with an inner side of the
edge portion.

The first button portion 233 is formed to pass through the
second button portion 234 between the keys 234a, 2345. In
other words, a through hole 2344 is formed on the second
button portion 234. In this arrangement, the first button por-
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tion 233 is accommodated in the through hole 234d of the
second button portion 234 such that a portion of the first
button portion 233 is overlapped by a portion of at least one of
the keys 234a, 2345 to retain the first button portion 233 inthe
through hole 2344. The portion of the first button portion 234
is caught by the portion of the at least one of the keys 234a,
2345 in an opposite direction to a direction that the first button
portion 233 is moved by a push input. According to the
drawing, the keys 234a, 2345 are formed with a protruded
surface as a surface exposed to the outside, and an opposite
surface of the protruded surface may be formed with a planar
surface. Through this, it may be possible to recognize with
which key the user is brought into contact with his or her
feeling.

More specifically, the keys 234a, 2345 are provided with
an inclined surface 234e inclined toward the through hole
234d to form a height difference between the keys 234a, 2345
and the first button portion 233. The inclined surface 234e is
a surface adjacent to the first button portion 233, which can be
formed with a curved surface, among the protruded surfaces.
The first button portion 233 is formed in a shape outwardly
protruded than an end portion of the inclined surface 234e. An
auxiliary inclined surface 234fhaving an opposite inclination
to that of the inclined surface 234e is formed at a portion
adjacent to the guide member on the keys 2344, 2345. More-
over, the first button portion 233 and second button portion
234 may be formed of different materials. Through the struc-
ture and material, it may be possible to facilitate differentia-
tion between the first button portion 233 and second button
portion 234.

In the above, a case where the rear surface input unit is
configured with a plurality of buttons has been described, but
the present disclosure may not be necessarily limited to this.
For example, the rear surface input unit may be provided with
a single button. Furthermore, though it is illustrated that the
rear surface input unit has a plurality of buttons even in the
following description, a function defined by an input to any
one of the plurality of buttons may be applicable to the single
button.

Furthermore, the rear surface input unit according to the
present disclosure may not be necessarily limited to this.
Hereinafter, another embodiment of the rear surface input
unit will be described. FIGS. 6A and 6B are a detailed
exploded view and a cross-sectional view illustrating a rear
surface input unit according to another embodiment of the
present disclosure.

As illustrated in the drawing, the shape of the first and the
second button portion 333, 334 is formed such that the first
button portion 333 is protruded, contrary to the foregoing
embodiment. For example, the keys 334a, 3345 of the second
button portion 334 may have a planar portion 335 and an
inclined portion 336, respectively.

The planar portion 335 is formed in parallel to a rear
surface of the terminal body. Furthermore, a through hole
334d for accommodating the first button portion 333 is
formed on the second button portion 334 such that the first
button portion 333 is disposed between the keys 334q, 3345,
and an inclined portion 336 is formed to be inclined toward
the through hole 334d from the planar portion. In this case, the
first button portion 333 is formed to be protruded from the
planar portion 335 so as to be differentiated from the keys,
and the inclined portion 336 is inclined in the direction pro-
truded from the planar portion 335 such that the first button
portion 333 and the keys 334a, 3345 are joined to each other
at their boundary. Due to such a shape, even though the first
button portion 333 is partially protruded from the rear surface
of'the body as illustrated in the drawing, the inclined portion
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336 prevents the first button portion 333 from being pushed
when the rear surface of the body is brought into contact with
an external object.

Furthermore, the rear surface inputunit 332 may be formed
to allow lighting to the outside. More specifically, the rear
surface input unit 332 may include switches 332¢, a light
source 337, and a light guide 338.

A plurality of the switches 332¢ are provided and arranged
in one row to correspond to the first and the second button
portion 333, 334. The switches 332¢, for example, a dome
switch, a piezoelectric switch and the like, may be mounted
on a flexible circuit board.

The light source 337, such as LED and the like, may be
disposed adjacent to the switches 332¢. For example, the light
source 337 may include a first and a second light source 3374,
3375 disposed at both sides around the row of the switches
332c¢. More specifically, the light sources may be disposed at
both sides of a switch 333a corresponding to the first button
portion 333 among the switches 332c.

The light guide 338 is formed to cover at least part of the
switches 332¢ and connected to the light source 337 to illu-
minate the light of the light source 337. For example, the first
and the second light source 337a, 3375 are connected to both
ends of the light guide 338, respectively, and the light guide
338 is disposed in the direction crossed with one row consist-
ing of the switches 332¢ to cover the switch 3334 correspond-
ing to the first button portion 333.

In this case, the first button portion 333 is formed of a
light-transmitting material to transmit light generated from
the light source 337 to the outside. Moreover, the second
button portion 334 may be formed of a non-light-transmitting
material to prevent the light from being leaked out.

Furthermore, according to the drawing, a member 340
provided with a protrusion 339 protruded toward the switches
332¢ may be disposed at a lower portion of the first button
portion 333 and second button portion 334. One surface of the
member 340 is connected to the first button portion 333 and
second button portion 334, respectively, and protrusions 339
corresponding to the switches 332¢, respectively, are formed
on the other surface thereof. In this case, a slit may be formed
around the protrusion 3394 corresponding to the first button
portion 333. Furthermore, a through hole 3384 may be
formed on the light guide 338 such that the protrusion 3394
corresponding to the first button portion 333 passes there-
through. Due to such a structure, a pushing force of the first
button portion may be more efficiently transferred to the
switch.

A lateral surface of the terminal may be combined with
such a rear surface input unit to form a new shape. For
example, referring to FIGS. 7A and 7B along with FIGS. 3A
and 3B, a lateral surface of the body may include a first
portion 205 and a second portion 206. FIGS. 7A and 7B are a
front view illustrating the mobile terminal of FIG. 3A and
conceptual views illustrating modified examples of a lateral
surface thereof.

The first portion 205 is formed at an edge of the front
surface, and made with a shape in which a predetermined
cross section is extended along the length direction, and the
second portion 206 is extended from the first portion 205 to be
joined to the rear surface, and inclined against the first portion
205 (refer to 7A and 7B(a) through 7B(d)) or made to have a
step against the first portion (refer to FIG. 7B(e)). Further-
more, a thickness of the first portion 205 may be formed to be
less than that of the second portion 206. In other words, the
first portion 205 may be formed with a very low thickness
since a push key is not disposed on a lateral surface of the
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terminal. Through this, the display unit at a front surface
thereof may be formed with a larger sized screen.

Furthermore, the second portion 206 is inclined in a direc-
tion that an area of the rear surface is smaller than that of the
front surface or has a step against the first portion 205 such
that the rear surface is hidden by the front surface. Even when
there exists an inclination or step at a lateral surface of the
terminal, a push key is not disposed at a lateral surface of the
terminal, thereby allowing a shape in which a predetermined
cross section is extended.

More specifically, the second portion 206 may be a curved
surfaced having an inclination as illustrated in FIG. 7A or a
planar surface having an inclination as illustrated in FIG.
7B(a). Furthermore, the second portion 206 may be a curved
surface shape that is concaved toward an inner portion of the
terminal as illustrated in FIG. 7B(b). Furthermore, the second
portion 206 may be a shape having a step to the first portion as
illustrated in FIG. 7B(c) through 7B(e). The second portion
206 may be a curved surface having the step as illustrated in
FIG. 7B(c), or may be an inclined surface having the step as
illustrated in FIG. 7B(d). Otherwise, both the first and the
second portion may be formed with a shape having a step with
no inclination as illustrated in FIG. 7B(e). According to the
present disclosure, there is presented a lateral surface struc-
ture of the terminal in a new shape in connection with the rear
surface input unit.

Moreover, the rear surface input unit allows a lateral sur-
face structure of the terminal in another shape, and it will be
described in more detail with reference to FIGS. 8A and 8B.

FIG. 8A is a plan view illustrating another example of a
mobile terminal associated with the present disclosure.

According to the drawing, both lateral surfaces of the
mobile terminal 300 may have a curved outer shape having a
curvature concaved toward the display unit 351 of the termi-
nal. Since a push input to the terminal is enabled using the rear
surface input unit, push keys can be removed from a lateral
surface of the terminal, thereby allowing a curved lateral
surface shape. Due to such a structure, it may be possible to
enhance the user’s grip feeling to the terminal.

Moreover, a squeeze sensor (not shown) is disposed at the
curved lateral surface, and thus the terminal may be config-
ured to sense the user’s squeeze operation. The squeeze sen-
sor is formed to sense a pressure applied by the user, and it is
recognized as a squeeze operation when both lateral surfaces
of'the terminal are pressurized by the user. In this case, when
the user squeezes both lateral surfaces of the terminal, it may
be possible to perform a function such as lock release, switch-
ing to a home screen page, volume up/down, and the like.

FIG. 8B is a side view illustrating still another example of
a mobile terminal associated with the present disclosure.

Referring to the drawing, the display unit 451 ofthe mobile
terminal 400 is provided with a flexible display, and thus a
main surface displaying the screen (front surface of the dis-
play unit) is formed with a curved surface.

The flexible display is a display device in which functions
are properly carried out without the loss of display character-
istics even when curved or bent, and it may be implemented
using a flexible material, for example, plastic film, as a sub-
strate thereof.

More specifically, the front case of the terminal body is
bent such that the front surface is concave, and the display
unit 451 is bent in a concave manner to correspond to the
shape. In other words, the front surface of the terminal has a
curvature. On the contrary, the rear surface of the terminal is
formed with a planar surface, and the rear surface input unit
432 is disposed on the planar surface.
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The lateral surface of the terminal may be formed such that
the thickness varies along the length direction of the terminal
to correspond to the structure. More specifically, the lateral
surface of the terminal is formed in such a shape in which an
upper side thereof'is curved and a lower side thereofis linear.
However, the present disclosure may not be necessarily lim-
ited to this, and it may be also possible to have a structure in
which the lateral surface of the terminal forms a curve as a
whole, and the rear surface is formed with a curved surface as
the same as the front surface.

In this manner, the arrangement of a button may be
removed from the lateral surface of the terminal, and a rear
surface input unit may be used, thereby implementing a new
structure of the terminal.

In the above, the structure of a rear surface input unit has
been primarily described, but the control operation of the rear
surface input unit capable of such as push input may be also
modified in various forms. Hereinafter, a modified example of
the control operation through the rear surface input unit will
be described with reference to FIGS. 9 through 11. In the
modified example or embodiment which will be described
below, the same or similar reference numerals are designated
to the same or similar configurations, and the description
thereof will be substituted by the earlier description. How-
ever, reference numerals for the rear surface input unit may be
designated based on FIGS. 5A and 5B, but they may be a rear
surface input unit in FIGS. 6 A and 6B.

Referring to FIG. 9, a lock screen may be displayed on the
display unit 251. For instance, in a state that the lock screen is
displayed (or in a lock mode), the display unit 251 may be in
a state that only a touch input associated with an operation for
releasing the lock state is enabled.

In this state, when a push input is applied to the rear surface
input unit 232, the lock screen may be switched to a home
screen page. Here, the home screen page may be expressed as
an idle screen, and becomes a state of allowing a touch input
to the whole region of the display unit 251. In this case, the
rear surface input unit 232 may be a hot key for performing
lock release.

The home screen page can be displayed on the display unit
251 when the terminal is in an idle state. More specifically,
icons or widgets of the application installed in the mobile
terminal may be displayed on the home screen page. Further-
more, a plurality of home screen pages may be configured
therein according to the user’s selection or the number of
applications installed in the terminal.

In this manner, switching to a home screen page may be
implemented in the form of returning to the home screen page
in a state that a specific application is carried out while not in
a lock mode. For example, when the rear surface input unit
232 is pushed in a state that a webpage is displayed on the
display unit 251, it can be returned to the home screen page.
In other words, the rear surface input unit 232 may be oper-
ated as a home key performing a control command for return-
ing to the home screen page. Moreover, the operation as a hot
key and the operation as a home key may be carried out by the
same button (for example, first button portion 233 or second
button portion 234) of the rear surface input unit 232.

Referring to FIG. 10, the second function defined by the
second button portion 234 may be a scroll for the output
information of the display unit.

For example, a webpage containing images, text, icons and
the like is displayed on the display unit, and a control com-
mand for the webpage is received from the rear surface input
unit 232. More specifically, when keys 234a, 2345 are pushed
to the second button portion 234, the webpage is scrolled. In
this case, either one 234a of the keys 234a, 2345 may corre-
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spond to scroll up, and the other one 2345 of the keys may
correspond to scroll down. In this case, the terminal may be
formed to change the scroll up/down to each other when the
terminal body is turned over. For example, a gyro sensor or
the like may be provided in the terminal to sense whether the
top/down of the terminal is placed normally or reversed,
thereby allowing the keys 234a, 2345 to receive different
functions according to the arrangement direction of the ter-
minal. The definition change of key input according to the
direction of the terminal may be also applicable to other
embodiments of the present disclosure such as volume
up/down, scroll up/down, and the like.

Furthermore, when a touch input through the display unit
and an input through the user input unit are applied at the
same time, it may be configured such that either one of the
input through the user input unit and the touch input has a
priority. For example, when the user input unit is scroll down
and an input corresponding to the scroll down is applied to the
display unit, the controller of the terminal performs scroll
down. However, the priority may be applicable in the same
manner to other embodiments of the present disclosure.

For another example, the user may push the rear surface
input unit 232 to move an object displayed on the display unit
251, for example, a cursor or pointer located at the icon or the
like. In this case, another key of the rear surface input unit 232
may be pushed subsequent to moving the cursor or pointer,
thereby performing the selection of an icon of the application,
a specific key (text or numerical input key, call key, end key,
etc.) of the virtual keyboard, and a specific item of the infor-
mation list indicated by the cursor or pointer.

Furthermore, when the user clicks the first button portion
233 in a webpage mode, namely, applies a push input, the
webpage of the display unit 251 may be switched to a home
screen page.

Referring to FIG. 11, the rear surface input unit 232 may be
arranged in the width direction of the terminal body. More
specifically, the keys of the second button portion 234 is
arranged in the width direction of the body around the first
button portion 233.

In this case, the second function defined by the second
button portion 234 may be a function associated with hori-
zontal movement on the output information of the display unit
251.

For example, when the home screen page is displayed on
the display unit and a plurality of home screen pages are
provided, the switching of a home screen page may be carried
out by a push input to the keys of the second button portion
234. More specifically, the home screen may be page-
switched to left side when the left key of the keys 234a, 2345
is pushed, and page-switched to the right side when the right
key is pushed.

In this example, it has been described a case where the rear
surface input unit 232 is arranged in the width direction, but it
may be modified to another form. For example, when it is
configured that the rear surface input unit 232 is arranged in
the length direction and the terminal performs scroll using the
rear surface input unit (refer to FIG. 10), the same control as
the present example may be applicable when the terminal is
rotated by 90 degrees for the user to use it in the landscape
direction.

In the above, it has been described a case where the rear
surface input unit is a push type, but the rear surface input unit
may be modified in various forms. FIGS. 12A through 12E
are rear views illustrating a mobile terminal associated with
another embodiment of the present disclosure, and FIG. 13 is
across-sectional view illustrating the mobile terminal of FIG.
12A.
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According to the drawing, the rear surface input unit may
be atleast one of'a touch pad module (TP), a track ball module
(TR), an optical sensor module (OS), a wheel key module
(WH) and a fingerprint scanner module (FI). Furthermore, the
terminal may perform the foregoing control operations using
the touch pad module (TP), track ball module (TR), optical
sensor module (OS), wheel key module (WH) and fingerprint
scanner module (FI).

For example, when a wheel key of the wheel key module
(WH) is rotated or a track ball of the track ball module (TR)
is rotated, it may be possible to perform scroll for the output
information of the display unit or volume control for the audio
outputted from the body according to the rotational direction.
Furthermore, the touch pad module (TP), optical sensor mod-
ule (OS) and fingerprint scanner module (FI) or the like may
perform scroll for the output information of the display unit or
volume control for the audio outputted from the body by a
drag operation to the module.

Furthermore, the touch pad module (TP) in FIG. 12E may
be configured with a touch screen. For example, the touch pad
module (TP) may include a display unit (not shown) display-
ing simple information even in a state that the terminal body
is reversed. The display unit may include an organic light
emitting diode (OLED), a flexible display, a three-dimen-
sional (3D) display, or the like.

Simple information displayed on the display unit may be a
key button which is an object of the input through the touch
pad module (TP). However, the present disclosure may not be
necessarily limited to this. For example, the display unit may
display information in connection with the operation of the
terminal regardless of an input through the touch pad module
(TP). More specifically, count down information may be dis-
played during camera capture. When the user pushes a cap-
ture button, count down information may be displayed in the
order of capture, 3, 2, 1 on the display unit. For another
example, information displayed on the display unit may be
indicator information indicating a call/message reception
while receiving a call/message, various images shown to the
counter part, or the like.

Furthermore, the rear surface input unit may be incorpo-
rated into the camera module 221'. Referring to FIG. 13, the
camera module 221' may include a capture element 225 and a
frame 226. The capture element 225 may be formed in such a
form that a semiconductor chip for image sensing is mounted
on the sensor board, and mounted on the frame 226.

The semiconductor chip may be implemented by a charge-
coupled device (CCD), a complementary metal oxide semi-
conductor (CMOS) or the like for converting light into a
charge to obtain an image. A lens assembly may be disposed
at a front surface of the semiconductor chip. In this manner,
the capture element 225 may include an optical system having
alens, an image sensor, a circuit unit for processing the sensed
light signal to obtain an image, and the like within one mod-
ule.

According to the drawing, the track ball module (TR) is
mounted along with the capture element on the frame 226.
Through this, the track ball module (TR) and camera module
221' may be configured with one integrated module. How-
ever, the present disclosure may not be necessarily limited to
this, and at least one of the touch pad module (TP), optical
sensor module (OS), wheel key module (WH) and fingerprint
scanner module (FI) may be mounted along with the capture
element on the frame.

Hereinafter, a user interface or user experience (hereinat-
ter, commonly referred to as a “user interface”) which is
useful when the rear surface input unit is a touch pad module
(TP), track ball module (TR), optical sensor module (OS),
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wheel key module (WH) or fingerprint scanner module (FI)
will be described. However, the following user interfaces may
not be necessarily limited to the touch pad module or the like,
and may be also applicable to a case where the rear surface
input unit is a push button.

FIGS. 14A and 14B are conceptual views illustrating a user
interface associated with an interlocking between the rear
input unit and the display unit.

Referring to FIG. 14A, an icon corresponding to the loca-
tion or kind of the user input unit may be displayed on the
display unit. For example, in case of a track ball module (TR),
an icon with a track ball shape may be displayed on the
display unit.

The icon may be displayed when the user applies an input
to the track ball module (TR) in a state of not being displayed
on the display unit (for example, when a home screen page is
displayed). In other words, when volume control is carried
out using the track ball module (TR), the icon of a track ball
is displayed along with a volume bar on the display unitif the
user makes contact with the track ball module to rotate the
track ball.

In this case, the icon may be changed in its shape in con-
nection with an input manipulation applied to the user input
unit or displays new information. For example, when the
track ball is rotated, the icon of a track ball displayed on the
display unit is rotated at the same time. Such a control opera-
tion may be also applicable to other forms of input structures
in which the icon of a wheel key is rotated in a concurrent
manner according to the rotation of the wheel key in case of
the wheel key module or the like.

For another example, a touch input to the icon may be
processed with a control command corresponding to an input
to the user input unit.

Referring to FIG. 14B, for example, when an icon corre-
sponding to the wheel key is displayed, a control command
defined for the wheel key module (WH) can be processed
while the icon is rotated if flicking is applied to the icon of the
display unit other than an input to the wheel key module
(WH). For an example of the case, volume increases when
flicking is applied thereto in the direction from the upper end
to the lower end of the icon, and volume decreases when
flicking is applied thereto in the opposite direction.

However, the present disclosure may not be necessarily
limited to this, and for example, an input to the icon may be
processed with a different control command from the input to
the rear surface input unit. For example, when a long touch is
applied to the icon, the volume may be switched to mute.

The operation of the present embodiment may be also
applicable to other forms of input structures. For example,
when an icon corresponding to the touch pad is displayed on
the display unit, a control command processed by an input to
the touch pad module at a rear surface of the terminal may be
processed with an input to the icon of the display unit.

FIG. 15 is a conceptual view illustrating a user interface
associated with an indicator displayed on the display unit.

According to the drawing, an indicator (I) moved by an
input applied to at least one of the touch pad module, track
ball module, optical sensor module, wheel key module and
fingerprint scanner module may be displayed on the display
unit.

In this case, the selection of the icon of an application
indicated by an indicator may be carried out by moving the
indicator (I) and then pushing the rear surface input unit 232.
To this end, the touch pad module, track ball module, optical
sensor module, wheel key module, fingerprint scanner mod-
ule, and the like may be configured to allow a push input.
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For a more specific example, it may be possible to have a
structure in which the frame is configured in a movable man-
ner in FIG. 13, and a dome switch is disposed at a lower
portion of the frame to sense a push input to the frame. The
user may enter various forms of control commands such as
pushing the track ball, rotating the track ball or the like.

Furthermore, according to the present disclosure, there is
proposed a peculiar structure and user interface in case where
the rear surface input unit is a fingerprint scanner module (FI).
Hereinafter, a case where the rear surface input unit is a
fingerprint scanner module (FI) will be described in more
detail.

Hereinafter, for the sake of convenience of explanation, it is
illustrated that the rear surface input unit is configured with a
single button. However, the present disclosure may not be
necessarily limited to this. For example, the rear surface input
unit may be provided with a plurality of buttons, and each
button may be set to a button for receiving at least one of
functions which will be described below.

The rear surface input unit may be formed to scan a finger-
print from the user’s finger applying the push along with a
push input applied thereto. More specifically, the fingerprint
scanner module (FI) is mounted on a surface of the button
(upper surface in this example), and a fingerprint of the finger
brought in contact with the button is recognized through this.
The button is formed to be slidable by the push, and the switch
is pressurized through this. The controller senses a push input
when the switch is pressurized, and processes the correspond-
ing control command.

However, the present disclosure may not be necessarily
limited to this. For example, the push button may be replaced
with a touch button. More specifically, a fingerprint scanner
module may be disposed on an upper surface of the touch
button. Accordingly, a push input through the push button
may be replaced with a touch input through the touch button
in an embodiment which will be described below. Moreover,
the rear surface input unit in the present embodiment may be
a front surface input unit disposed on a front surface of the
terminal.

The fingerprint scanner module (FI) may be used as a
function key associated with power on/off. For example,
when a button of the rear surface input unit is pushed in a state
that the power of the terminal is turned off, fingerprint recog-
nition is carried out while power is supplied to the fingerprint
scanner module. The terminal determines whether or not the
recognized fingerprint corresponds to the user’s fingerprint,
and continues to progress power on and terminal booting. In
this manner, a power-on command of the terminal is carried
out in two steps (fingerprint scanner power on and terminal
power on), thereby reducing current consumption. In other
words, a security function based on fingerprint recognition
may be provided to the power on operation, but the fingerprint
scanner module can be turned off along with the terminal
body without being held in a power-on state.

Moreover, the above case is a case where the user turns on
the terminal, and thus the display unit may immediately enter
a home screen page without passing through a lock screen
when the power on and terminal booting is completed.

Furthermore when the recognized fingerprint does not cor-
respond to the user’s fingerprint, the power on and terminal
booting will be terminated. In this case, the terminal may
display a warning message with no user’s fingerprint. The
warning message may be implemented in the form of provid-
ing a lighting effect for a predetermined period of time on the
front surface of the terminal or outputting a sound effect.

For another example, when a push input is applied to the
rear surface input unit in a lock mode in which the lock screen
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is displayed on the display unit 251, the lock screen may be
switched to a home screen page while releasing the lock. In
this case, the rear surface input unit may be a hot key for
performing lock release.

However, the lock release is carried out only when a fin-
gerprint scanner performs fingerprint recognition for an
object brought into contact with the fingerprint scanner for a
push and the recognized fingerprint corresponds to a pre-
stored user’s fingerprint. During the fingerprint recognition, a
notification message such as “fingerprint is being recog-
nized” may be displayed on the display unit of the terminal to
indicate it.

When the rear surface input unit performs a volume control
function, the operation associated with the foregoing finger-
print recognition may be applicable all the functions that have
been described with reference to FIGS. 9 through 11 as a prior
condition of each function such as limiting volume control
with fingerprint recognition.

According to the present disclosure, the user input unit may
be disposed at a rear surface of the terminal, thereby allowing
the front display to be formed with a larger sized screen.
Furthermore, through this, a new design such as providing a
steep slope on a lateral surface of the terminal or the like may
be implemented through this. Moreover, it may be possible to
implement a new type of user interface.

Furthermore, according to the present disclosure, the user
can distinguish each button using a tactile feeling or the like
through the shape of the user input unit without seeing it.

The configurations and methods according to the above-
described embodiments will not be applicable in a limited
way to the foregoing mobile terminal, and all or part of each
embodiment may be selectively combined and configured to
make various modifications thereto.

What is claimed is:

1. A mobile terminal comprising:

a terminal body having a front surface and a rear surface;

a touch screen disposed at the front surface, the touch

screen formed to display visual information;

an input unit disposed at the rear surface to sense an input

of a control command, the input unit including:

a first button portion exposed at the rear surface of the
terminal body and configured to receive a push input
corresponding to a first function; and

a second button portion having a through hole and keys;
and

a controller configured to process one or more functions

corresponding to an input applied to the input unit,

wherein the first button portion is accommodated in the

through hole of the second button portion such that a

portion of the first button portion is overlapped by a

portion of at least one of the keys to retain the first button

portion in the through hole, and

wherein the portion of the first button portion is caught by

the portion of the at least one of the keys in an opposite

direction to a direction that the first button portion is
moved by the push input.

2. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein each of the keys
has a planar portion extending parallel to the rear surface and
an inclined portion inclined from the planar portion toward
the through hole.

3. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein the first button
portion protrudes from the planar portion in a first direction
and the inclined portion is inclined in the first direction
towards the first button portion.

4. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the input unit
further comprises:
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switches corresponding to the first button portion and the

second button portion;

at least one light source disposed adjacent to the switches;

and

a light guide formed to cover at least part of the switches,

the light guide being connected to the light source to
emit the light of the light source.
5. The mobile terminal of claim 4, wherein the switches are
arranged in a single row,
wherein the light guide is disposed in a direction that
crosses the single row and covers a switch of the
switches corresponding to the first button portion, and

wherein the first button portion is formed of a light-trans-
mitting material.

6. The mobile terminal of claim 4, wherein the input unit
includes a member disposed at a lower portion of the first
button portion and second button portion, the member having
protrusions protruded toward the switches, and

wherein the light guide includes a through hole to allow at

least one of the protrusions to pass therethrough.

7. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the first func-
tion is a function associated with turning on/off of the power
or activating the touch screen, and

wherein the second function is a function associated with

scrolling to output information on the touch screen or
controlling the volume for audio outputted from the
terminal body.

8. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein a lateral surface
of'the terminal body extends between the front surface and the
rear surface, the lateral surface including:

a first portion formed at an edge of the front surface; and

a second portion extending from the first portion to the rear

surface, the second portion being configured to be one of
inclined with respect to the first portion and stepped to
provide a stepped portion at the first portion.
9. The mobile terminal of claim 8, wherein a total area of
the rear surface is smaller than a total area of the front surface.
10. The mobile terminal of claim 8, wherein a thickness of
the first portion is less than a thickness of the second portion.
11. The mobile terminal of claim 1, further comprising a
supporting member,
wherein the terminal body includes a case,
wherein the supporting member supports the input unit, the
supporting member being mounted at the case, and

wherein a circuit board having switches corresponding to
the first and the second button portions is located at a
central region of the supporting member.

12. The mobile terminal of claim 11, further comprising:

a battery accommodating portion arranged to accommo-

date a battery being provided at the case; and

a battery cover mounted on the case, the battery cover

being configured to cover the battery accommodating
portion, the battery cover having a through hole corre-
sponding to the input unit.

13. The mobile terminal of claim 1,

wherein the keys of the second button portion are disposed

around the first button portion in a width direction of'the
terminal body, and
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wherein a second function is inputted by the second button
portion and is associated with a horizontal movement of the
outputted information of the touch screen.

14. A mobile terminal, comprising:

a terminal body having a front surface and a rear surface;

a touch screen disposed at the front surface and formed to
display visual information; and

an input unit configured to sense an input of a control
command, the input unit being overlapped by the touch
screen in a thickness direction of the terminal body and
exposed at the rear surface of the terminal body, the input
unit including:

a first button portion exposed at an outside of the terminal
body at the rear surface of the terminal body and con-
figured to receive a push input corresponding to a first
function; and

a second button portion having a through hole and keys,

wherein the first button portion is accommodated in the
through hole of the second button portion such that a
portion of the first button portion is overlapped by a
portion of at least one of the keys to retain the first button
portion in the through hole,

wherein the portion of the first button portion is caught by
the portion of the at least one of the keys in an opposite
direction to a direction that the first button portion is
moved by the push input.

15. The mobile terminal of claim 14, wherein the second
button portion is configured to receive a push input corre-
sponding to a second function different from the first func-
tion.

16. The mobile terminal of claim 15, wherein each of the
keys has an inclined surface inclined toward the through hole
s0 as to provide a height difference between the first button
portion and the keys.

17. The mobile terminal of claim 15, wherein the touch
screen is configured to receive a touch input, and

wherein only the touch screen and the input unit are
enabled to receive an input command.

18. The mobile terminal of claim 14, wherein the touch

screen is configured to receive a touch input, and

wherein, when an input through the input unit and the touch
input are applied at the same time, one of the input
through the input unit and the touch input is predeter-
mined to have a higher priority.

19. The mobile terminal of claim 14, wherein an icon
corresponding to at least one of indicating a location of the
input unit or indicating a type of input unit is displayed on the
touch screen.

20. The mobile terminal of claim 19, wherein, in response
to an input manipulation applied to the input unit, the icon is
configured to do at least one of change shape and display new
information.

21. The mobile terminal of claim 19, wherein the mobile
terminal is configured such that a touch input to the icon is
processed in the same manner as a push input to the input unit.
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